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“Low and Close” 

Well, he's up to his old tricks again! I guess we'll have to start calling Mr. 59, Mr. 
58 from now on. 

I often refer to Jim Furyk's setup in my columns because he does two things 
consistently that we should all try to emulate. He places his hands very low to the 
ground and very close to his body. This also positions his feet closer to the ball 
when he's ready to hit a shot. To many, this position can feel crowded. 

Most folks find this setup awkward. They feel almost as if they are jammed up. If 
you are noticing that your consistency is at a level that satisfies you and you're 
one who normally reaches for the ball in your Address Position, then perhaps 
you'd be better not to tamper with anything in your current setup. But, if you are 
one of the many who are searching for consistency, it could be time for you to 
consider trying this simple fix. 

No matter what path your clubhead takes, (and Jim's certainly takes a unique 
one) the main concern is where it is at the point of impact. It matters not where it 
travels before and after that point. Granted, most better golfers have a certain 
look to their golf motion. Jim Furyk's swing takes the road less traveled! 

There are some real advantages to placing your hands lower to the ground and 
positioning them closer to your body. Having them lower places your arms in a 
more authoritative position and having them closer to the body allows the body 
to act almost as a guide. The golf club goes where you go! If you cut down on the 
superfluous movements, you become much more efficient. This also harnesses 
and allows you to release much more power. That power is also directed to the 
same area and at the point it is most needed, impact.  

Your tendency to manipulate or over-control the club is greatly reduced when you 
can set up in this manner. The hinging of the wrists just prior to impact, takes 
place naturally. No need to try to manufacture this phenomenon. You really have 
no choice in the matter. It just happens! 

When you experience shots that are the result of setting up low & close, you'll 
be surprised at just how crisp contact feels and how penetrating your ball-flight 



becomes. It may be all you need to convince you to try this new approach to 
setting up. 

All of my students can relate to low & close. I almost always get to it in our very 
first session. Once we have looked at the Address Position checklist and gotten a 
handle on all of the preparations that take place prior to the upward half of the 
golf motion, we want to get used to that feeling of "snugness" which precedes the 
beginning of a golf swing. 

It's not something that you would do naturally, but then again, if it were simply a 
case of you doing what comes naturally to you, I wouldn't have any students. 
You'd all be out there shooting lights out!  

Give this application a try. Although it may not result in you shooting a 58 any 
day soon, you will still probably shave some strokes off and, more importantly, 
experience what happens when the club does the work. 

If you have any questions regarding the areas we have discussed today or have 
any queries about material from past articles, you can contact me at 613-885-
9883 or, if you prefer, by email at northstring@gmail.com. I'll be glad to help in 
any way I can. 

Until Next Time...Straight Ahead! 

 

	  


